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Confidential Meeting of the Finance Committee - Minutes

The minutes of Finance Committee held in Community Centre, Hollow Lane, Cheddleton on Tuesday, 13th. January 2026 at 8pm. 


ATTENDANCE

Present Councillors: M Ahmad (Chair), S Rogers, V Cornes, L Shaw
Absent Councillors: M Worthington, K Grocott, T Williamson
Clerk: Melanie Mathews
Members of the public: 0


Exclusion of the Public
The public to be excluded because of the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 Section 2.

1. Apologies 
Apologies noted for Cllrs Worthington, Grocott and Williamson
2. Declaration of personal & prejudicial interest or requests 
None
3. Minutes of the meeting 
Agreed to confirm and accept the minutes of Finance Committee on 14th January 2025 as true and accurate record
4. Clerk’s Annual Salary
Agreed to confirm salary point to continue and move Clerk onto Local Government Pension Scheme where employer payment difference from nest to LGPS will be paid by Clerk until probation period has been completed successfully.
5. Accounts – Scribe PowerPoint attached
Agreed Recommendation to move to Scribe accounting software

6. Website and email  
Agreed Recommendation to move to Netwise for website and email

7. Handyman’s Hourly Rate of Pay
Agreed for hourly rate for handyman
8. Community Centre and Craft Centre Caretaker/ Relief - Weekly Rate of Pay
Agreed for weekly rate for caretaker from April 2026 
9. Lengthsman’s Hourly Rate of Pay 
   Agreed for weekly rate for Lengthsman 
10. Mowing Contracts 
   Agreed for  percentage increase for cut and clear mowing contract from April 2026
11. Sponsorship of the Allotments/Garden Events
Deferred to confirm sponsorship amount until sponsorships/ grants can be looked at as a whole.

12. Risk Assessment - Review of Risks
Deferred item until February full council for more in-depth review
13. Insurance Cover - Review of Risks and Adequacy of Cover
Deferred item until March full council for more in-depth review including the addition of the garages.
14. Caretaker/Contractor - Christmas Bonus
Agreed to Christmas Bonus’ 

15. Volunteers 
Agreed to formal public thanks to volunteers and a letter to be sent to each with thanks for services. 
16. Hire Charges - Community Centre Hirers/ Craft Centre Hirers 
Agreed to delegate this item to CCMC committee
17. Burial Ground Charges 
Agreed to delegate this item to Burial Ground committee
18. Investment in Public Sector Deposit Fund
Agreed no changes to fund amount at this time
19. S.M.D.C. - Precept (Grant Monies - Reserves at present stand at £11,163.43)
Deferred to February for more investigation
20. Precept Requirements for 2026/27 Financial Year – Budget Attached
Agreed Recommendation to full council to approve a 10% precept increase, setting the total precept request at £95,820, resulting in a Band D charge of £42.00, an increase from £37.30 in the previous year. Clerk to work on budget to incorporate changes for this amount along with the decisions agreed within this meeting.
21. Allocated Earmarked Reserves for future spending
Agreed Recommendation to move £2000 to elections reserve and add new earmarked reserve of Asset Transfer with amount of £5000.
End of Meeting 9.22pm
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